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Mark Roberts has been playing traditional music for more than 30 years. He has recorded and toured 

extensively, playing 5 string banjo, flute, and bouzouki amongst other instruments. Some of the bands he has 

been a member of; Touchstone, The Red Clay Ramblers, The Sevens, The Clay Foot Strutters and Childsplay. His 

flute and whistle playing are on the soundtrack of the Jon Sayles film The Secret of Roan Inish. Mark got to 

realize his dream of playing the pennywhistle in large stadiums when he toured with Don Henley. Mark has 

recorded many albums with the fiddle ensemble "Childsplay), his playing is featured on Laurel Martin's CD Larks 

and Thrushes, and he has recorded two well-received solo flute and whistle CDs with Dan Compton: The Gloup 

and The High Caul Cap. http://www.thegloup.com  

Irish Fiddler Laurel Martin is known for her lyrical, gracefully nuanced musical style. A highly regarded performer 

and teacher in the Boston area, she is often heard playing at sessions, festivals and concerts throughout New 

England. Laurel has been playing Irish fiddle music since 1981, and her style has been shaped over the years by 

listening to old recordings of Irish traditional musicians, by the guidance of Seamus Connolly, with whom she 

studied in the early 1990s, and by the influence of the many wonderful musicians she has met along the way. 

Laurel is enchanted by the lonesome, enigmatic quality of the old music and is especially drawn to the musical 

styles of County Clare, East Galway and Sligo. She loves teaching and considers it to be one of the most 

rewarding aspects of her musical life. She has been teaching Irish fiddle workshops, classes and private lessons 

since 1994, has taught at Boston College and Wellesley College, at many festivals, and currently at the Indian Hill 

Music School in Littleton, MA. In 2002 and 2010 she was awarded Traditional Arts Master-Apprentice grants 

from the Massachusetts Cultural Council to provide instruction and mentorship to her young fiddle students. 

Laurel has co-authored a book/CD of traditional Irish tunes, “Forget Me Not,” with her mentor Seamus Connolly, 

has toured and recorded several albums with the fiddle ensemble “Childsplay”, and released her first solo CD 

“The Groves” in 2006. Her new solo CD, “Larks & Thrushes,” was released in 2018.  www.laurelmartin.com  

Kieran Jordan, based in Boston, is an Irish dance performer, teacher, director and choreographer, and owner of 

the Kieran Jordan Dance Studio. With a professional freelance career spanning more than 15 years, Kieran is 

best known for her original stage productions and recordings, and her innovative teaching programs that have 

brought sean-nós and old-style Irish step dance to students and audiences internationally. 

“One of America’s premier dancers and instructors” (Irish Echo), Kieran has been recognized as a leading artist 

and contributor in her field. She was the recipient of a 2008 Massachusetts Cultural Council Artist Fellowship 

and a 2010 Traditional Arts Apprenticeship grant. She has a Master’s Degree in Contemporary Dance from the 

University of Limerick, Ireland, and a B.A. from Boston College in English and Irish Studies. She also holds the 

TCRG certification for teaching Irish Dance. 

With a style described as “playfully theatrical” (The Boston Globe) and “wonderfully expressive” (The Living 

Tradition), Kieran has toured as a featured solo dancer for more than two decades, collaborating with some of 

today’s finest traditional musicians. Her performances reflect her life in dance — drawing from the rhythmic 

precision and elegance of Irish step dance, the full-body freedom of contemporary modern dance, and the fluid 

musicality of sean-nós dance.  https://kieranjordan.com  
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